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The following Sheets are 


INSCRIBED, 


With the moſt profound Reſpect, 


BY 
His Loxpsmie's 
Moſt obedient and 


Moſt humble Servant; 


The AuTnos. 


* 
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n 
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The Caxnrn and UNPREJUDICED 
R E A D E R. 


2 fuch, whether Proteſtant or Papiſt, the 
following Sheets are addreſſed; as being the 
N only Perſons to whom they are likely io be 
of any ſervice. 


IN them the Reader will 57 6 ome of the princi- 
pal Articles wherein They differ, fairly examined: the 
Arguments made uſe of being only ſuch as are taken 
from Reaſon and Scripture ;, the ſure Foundation upon 
which every nne ought to build on Faith. 


THEY were drawn up 1 time fuce * "the 
uſe of an honeſt Neighbour, by @ private Gentleman; 
from what he could at that tune recoilett to have met 
with upon the Subject in the Corſe of his reading: and 
Le has made no ſcruple, of frequently giving the Senti- 
mients of the Authors he conſulted, in their own words. 
And though the firſt Deſign of them was only ſor the 
Convittion of | a fingle Perſon lately ſeduced to Popery, 
without" the leaſt thought of their going any further; 
yet ſome few Friends of great Judę ment and OS, . 
«on a Peruſal of them, approving of the ſhort, but 
plain and eaſy manner in which they were written, 
were very carneſt for their Publication : being perſua- 
dcd, * what bod owe — yours to On, in Wer 


vi PREFACE. 


him to return from the Errors of Popery, might be fo, 
zo guard others againſt them, at leaſt thoſe of the lower 
ſort, whoſe 1gnorance in Religious Matters (as well as 
that of ſome of their Betters) is more owing to the 
want of Attention, than Opportunities of Inſtruction. 


FOR the Uſe therefore of ſuch Readers, Something 
in this ſhort way, was (thought to be; wanting, and 
to be very neceſſary at this time; in order to keep Pro- 
teſtants, not well acquainted with the Principles of 
their own Religion, and Strangers to thoſe of Ps 
from being Py by plauſible Arguments, and 

cious Pretences, and _ 8 to Jul 
their firſt Faith. 


T HIS was a prevailing 1 and ſuch as 
could not long be reſiſted : ſuch, as muſt put every good 
Proteſtant upon endeavouring, as far as lies in his 
Power, to prevent the further increaſe of Popery, 
which at this time is but too viſible amongſt us. 


BUT as 4 long Preface would ill ſuit the deſign 
of fo ſhort a Work; the Reader is only deſired to 
peruſe what is here put into bis Hands, (which be 
may do at the expence of very little time and pains) 
and as far as be is able, to compare it with Scripture, 
which at the laſt muſt, and ought to n. N 


queſtion of real importance. 


THE. de this, \may poſſibly de of ſervice, in 
guarding him againſt the Crafts and Aſſaults of- 

* Romiſh Prieſts and Emiſſaries, ſo frequent and buſy 
amongſt Us ; and I fear, ſo ſucceſsful too: pretend- 
ing to diſcover, to Men of wweak Minds, and, as St. 
Paul ſays, filly Women laden with Sins; a much 
nearer and eafier way te Heaven than that laid down 
in . Goſpel, of fincere * and Amendment Y 
Li 


F 
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 KF«{#Þ* Have now ventured to give you my thoughts 

— 1 mon a Subjef, which very nearly concerns 
& ou; as Religion is more or leſs the buſineſs 
w4{*Y x of every Man, and it is moreover bis 
Duty, as far as he is able, to ſtudy and ſearch the 
Scriptures, in order to make what improvement be can 
in the knowledge of it. But I am ſenſible from the 
Circumſtances and Situation of Life, in which it bas 
Pleaſed Providence to place you, that you can be no 
further acquainted with Seripture, than what lies 
open and plain to every Man ; and enough, you may 
be well aſſured, does ſo, to ſecure to every Man his 
own Salvation. This Ignorance of yours bowe- 
ver, in the more difficult parts of Scripture, has been, 
J fear, the occaſion of your being impoſed upon by 
crafty and deſigning Men, and of your being thereby 
in ſome meaſure induced to forſake what you had ſo 
long profeſſed, the Proteſtant Religion, built upon 
ſuch ſtrong and ſure Foundation, for that of Popery; 
which upon Examination, appears to have neither 
Scripture nor Reaſon to ſupport it. Should 
you think, I have not fully proved, whet I intended; 
yet, I hope, I have ſaid enough to alarm you of the 
dangerous Step, you are about to take, (if it is not 

A 4 already 
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already taken) and to perſuade you to examine again 
and again the new Principles you have, I fear, with 
ſo. little Scruple. entertained, . And ſhould. any doubts 
ariſe in this Examination of your, I muſt deſire you 
to apply yourſelf to Thoſe, who bave a more tho- 
rough knowleage of theſe Matters; whoſe Buſineſs it 
is more particularly to ſtudy and ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, and to inſtruct others : from whom, I make no 
queſtion of your receiving entire Satisfaction. In the 
mean time, accept of what I bere put into your hands, 
in order to afiſt you in your Inquiry after Truth, 
which I am pleaſed to ſee you are ſo much diſpoſed 
io mate; and believe this to be the only defign of + 


©. + Your Friend, &c, 
NORWICH, * — 
May 1, 1756. | 
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No HE Chriſtian Religion, I preſume, will 
PE readily be acknowledged to be the only 
K true Religion at this time in the World. 
f And where is this to be found? where 

are we to look for the Doctrines and Precepts of 
it, but in the Books of the New Teſtament? which 
for that very reaſon muſt be the Standard, and the 
only Rule of our Faith. Yet even this Religion, 
taught by Chriſt himſelf and his Apoſtles, did 
not remain long in its purity: for in the times of 
the Apoſtles themſelves, there were judaizing 
Chriſtians, who being Converts from the Jewiſh 
Religion, inſiſted . We Was n ne · 


ceſlary, - 1 A 


Al Most tf x Herefies were 0 
perpetually ſpringing up, which rent and divided 
the Church: and yet theſe are ſaid OOTY. 
Ages of Chriſtianity, 


lie che beginoing:of the. fourth. Century, Chil; 
tianity was eſtabliſhed by Law ; the conſequence 


of 
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of which was, that Chriſtians grew more remiſs : 


the Biſhops began to ſet up for temporal and ſpi- 
ritual Dominion: Contentions and Animofitits 
were continually ariſing between them, and often- 


times about things of no Importance to Religion. 


| In the beginning of the ſeventh Century, Pope 
Boniface the third gets the Title of Univerſal 
Biſhop to be taken from the Biſhop of Conſtanti- 
nople, and to be granted and confirmed to Him- 
ſelf and his Succeffors ——But by whom was it 
granted by the Emperor Phocas, an Uſurper, 
a Tyrant, a Murderer, a Regicide: One who, 
having no higher Rank than that of a Centurion, 
was, upon a Revolt of the Army, proclaimed 
Emperor; and ſettled himſelf on the Imperial 
Throne by the Murder of Mauritius his lawful 
Sovereign, and the Maſſacre of his {ix Children, 
(five of whom he cauſed to be inhumanly but- 
chered in the Preſence of their Father) and of all 
his Friends and Relations. By the Imperial Edict 
of Phocas, if we may ſo call the Edict of an U- 
ſurper and a Tyrant, was the Grant of this new 
Title of Univerſal Biſhop made to Boniface, and 
not, as the Popiſh Writers pretend, the bare Con- 
firmation of the Primacy of the See of Rome. For 
this Title had been enjoyed by the Biſhops of 
Conſtantinople undiſturbed for the Space of 200 
Years, and upwards ; and confirmed to Them, by 
a Council held about twenty Years before: and is 


grnerally thought to have been no more” than a 
Badge 


(719 
Badge of Honour, or an honorary Title without 
any Acceſſion of Power. 


Tuis was no ſooner veſted in the Pope, than 
He acted, as if he had not been veſted with the 
Title alone; (tho' Phocas probably meant to grant 
him no more) but with all the Power of an Uni- 
verſal Biſbop, with all the Authority of a Supreme 
Head, or rather ab/olute Monarch of the Church, 
And thus was the Power of the Pope, as Univer ſal 
Biſhop, as Head of the Church, or, in other Words, 
the Papal Supremacy firſt introduced. It owed its 
Original to the worlt of Men: was procured by 
the baſeſt Means, by flattering a Tyrant in his 
Wickedneſs and Tyranny : and was in itſelf, if 
we ſtand to the Judgment of Gregory be Great 
his immediate Predeceſſor but one, Anticbriſtian, 
Heretical, Blaſpbemous, Diabolical. 


As the gaining the 7 emporal Power of the 
Church of Rome which ſoon followed, ſeems to 
have been ſo exactly parallel with that of the Spi- 
ritual; 1 cannot in this place forbear to obſerve, 
how in the middle of the next Century, they were 
united, the Crown to the Mitre, and the Sword. to 
the Keys: and that as the Spiritual Power was 
owing to an Uſurper, ſo, was the Temporal like- 
wiſe ; the one to the Emperor Phecas, the other 
to Pepin King of France. Pepin, it ſeems, thought, 
that He could by no better means atone for his 
Sins, eſpecially for his having robbed his lawful 

Sovereign 
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Sovereign of his Crown, than by robbing the 
Emperor of his Dominions, to beſtow them on 


the Pope; and raiſe Him from the Rank of a 
Biſhop to that of a- Prince. 


Frox this time to that of the Reformation, in 
the beginning of the ſixteenth Century, great 
Changes were made in Religion by the Power and 
Authority of the Popes and Councils; ſo that the 
Simplicity of the Goſpei was entirely loſt; which 
brought on the Reformation. What gave on 
to it was this. | 


In the Year 1517, Leo the tenth having ordered 
Indulgences to be diſpenſed to thoſe, who ſhould 
contribute towards the building St. Peter's Church 
at Rome; he gave a Commiſſion thereof to the 
Dominicans. The Auguſtines thinking they had a 
Title to it before any Body elſe, appointed Luther 
to preach againſt the Diſpenſers of Indulgences ; 
who acquitted himſelf in a manner they had not 
imagined : and from the Diſpenſers of Indulgen. 
ces, he proceeded to Indulgences themſelves. 


| In the Year 1520, He was ſolemnly condemned 
and excommunicated by the Pope. But he did 
not ſtop there : He went on to ſeveral other Cor- 
ruptions : the ſtrength of his Arguments, and the 
weakneſs of thoſe of his Adverſaries, procured 
him many Followers. A Diviſion was now - 


made in the Church, and the Do#rine of Luther 
prevailed 


(13) 
prevailed in the greateſt part of Germany: many 
of the Doctrines of the Church of Rome were at 
this time thought to be erroneous; and were by 
them proteſted againſt, as having no foundation or 
authority from Scripture. | 


- WazTazr the Proteſtants (Thoſe who were 
now fo called, from their renouncing and proteft- 
ing againſt the Errors of the Church of Rome) had 
reaſon on their fade, will beſt appear by examining 
ſome of the Doctrines held by that Church; by 
che only certain Rule we have to go by, that of 
the New Wann. f 


- Amoxcsr the many Objecdions made againſt 
that Church, I ſhall ſingle out one or two; which, 


if they ſhall be found contrary to Scripture, it 
will be needleſs to examine any of the reſt. 


1 begin with- The Scriptures being 
locked p in an eee Top 


Tuts at firſt ſight ſeems very abſurd, and di- 
rectly contrary to Reaſon; as Religion is the moſt 
important concern of every Individual, to take 
from any the beſt and indeed the only means of 
Knowing, and being made acquainted wih his 
Duty. Why is ſo much care and caution uſed to 
prevent the reading the Scriptures in the vulgar 
Tongue? thoſe Scriptures, which were written for 
our learning, Rom: 15: 4. and are able to make 


(614) 
us wiſe unto Salvation, 2 Tim: 3: 15; Tet Theſe 
are induſtriouſly hid from the People, and lock'd 
up in an unknown Tongue. How afraid the 
Church of Rome gs, that the Laity of her Com- 
munion ſhould know what is contained in the holy 
Scriptures, is evident from what She has done to 
prevent it. The reading of the Bible in the vul- 
gar Tongue, is matter of ſpecial favour ; never to 
be had without a Licence in writing: and more- 
over in this caſe, it muſt be of a Bible tranſlated 
by Catholic Authors: and even this, is not to be 
granted to All. Should you aſk; to what end 
and deſign all this is done? They will tell you, it 
is out of greater Reverence to the Scriptures ; be- 
cauſe of the ill uſe fome Men make of them, and 
of the Difficulties contained in them. This in- 
deed, is their pretence for doing it: but is it not 
done, with a deſign to keep the People in no- 
rance? And were not theſe as much Objections at 
the firſt inditing of the Scriptures as they afe how ? 
Or do you think Chriſt and his Apoſtles were not 
aware of them? Did either the difficulty, or the ill 
uſe ſome Men might make of them, hinder our Savi- 

our frombidding the] ews, Search the Scriptures, John 
5: 39. or St. Paul from commending the Bereans 
tor doing fo daily, Acts 17: 117 So far was the 
Apoſtle from reproving or cenſuring, that he com- 
mended them for examining the Doctrines he 
taught, and comparing them with the Scriptures. 
And the ſame Apoſtle allows the Galatians, not 
only to try his Doctrines, whether they were agree- 
able 
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able to what they had received; but in caſe they 
found them contrary, he gives them commiſſion to 
cenſure and anathematize him; But though we, or an 
Angel from heaven, preach any other Goſpel unto you, 
than that which we have preached unto you, let bim be 
eccurſed. As we ſaid before, ſo ſay I now again, If 
any man preach any other Goſpel unto you, than that ye 
have received, let him be accurſed. Gal. 1: 8: 9. And 
his language to the Corinthians is, [ſpeak as to 
wiſe Men: judge ye what 1 ſay, 1 Cor: 10: 15. 
And he commands the Theſſalonians to prove all 
things (without any exception J as well as to hold 
faſt that which is good, 1. Theſ. 5: 21. —— God 
has given Men Reaſon to try things with, and he 
has given them the Scriptures, as a Rule to try 
them by: and Theſe were written for the Ignorant 

as well as the Learned; for the People, as wall 
as the Prieſts, John 20: 31. 


I cannot help taking notice in this place, of 
another very great Abſurdity of the ſame kind; 
which is their Praying in an untnomm Tongue: a 
thing ſo contrary to the ſenſe and reaſon of every 
Man, that one would wonder how ſuch a prac. 
tice ſhould ever have prevailed, though the Scrip- 
ture had been quite ſilent about it; but much 
more ſo, when the Words of Saint Paul are ſo 
very clear and expreſs againſt it, 1. Cor. 14. as 

not to be miſunderſtood, or to be explained away; 
particularlyV. 14. where He ſays, FI pray in an ux- 


KNOWN tongue, my SPIRIT prayeth, but my UNDER- 
STANDING 


(16) 
yranpinc i vxrrvITruL, — Upon this paſſage 
the Catholic Writers obſerve, that the language 
„ whatever" it be, hinders not the Spirit from 
praying; and though Saint Paul adds, but my 
& Underſtanding is wnfrutfu!, this is only in re- 
< gard to the People, who cannot receive any 
< "Inſtruction from Prayers in an untnotem tongue: 
yet this inconvenience, ſay They, is remov- 
ed from our Church; for though all the 
public Service is performed in Latin, yet, ſince 
* every part of this Service, as the Maſs, Veſ- 
* pers, Litanies, &c. is tranflated into Engliſh, 
„ the People preſent may pray, not only in Spi. 
< 11, but in Underftanding too; and as by this 
% means they have a knowledge of all that is 
« ſaid, fo they may be edified thereby. 
Bur their being edjfied by ſuch a Service as this, is 
barely upon a Suppoſition of its being well un- 
"derjtood by theſe helps and affiſtances ; ſince They 
themielves acknowledge, that the People can re- 
ceive no inſtruction from Prayers in an anknown 
tongue. What is all this, but laying themſelves 
under difficulties, and then contriving methods to 
remove them; which from their own account of 
the matter ſeem to be very inſu fficient to do it? 
Let us ſuppoſe a Proteſtant Congregation to have 
their uſual Service read to them in the Latin or 
Greek language, of which they underſtand not 
one word: can it be imagined, they ſhould 
be at all edified/by it, or their Underſtanding not 
be, what Ste Paw! calls; unfruiifuly though ** 
„59 py 6 4 
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had always been uſed to the ſame Service in their 
Mother tongue? Their long acquaintance with 
it, 1 am apt to think, would be bur of little Ser- 


vice to them, towards their praying with the Un- 
derſtanding : though the Catholics tell us, . it may 


« be done in one fortnight”s time, by any Perſon 


* though of no great — and that he ſhall be 
e able ro accompany the Prieſt through every part, 
„ and join with him in all he does.“ And for 
this we have their word.——But the making our. 
requeſts known to God, in words which we ourſelves 
_ underſtand not; ſeems rather to be offering be Sa- 
erifice of Fools, than any part of that reaſonable Service, 
which we are required to offer up to Him. 

Tus reaſon which is given by the Catholics for 
this Practice, is pretty extraordinaty ; ; namely; « to 
«« preſetve Unity in Worſhip, as in Faith throughout 
« the Church: And this indeed They ſeem to 
have done effectually, ſince there can be no greater 
| den than iti a total Anorunce. | 


Pa avm to the Virgin Mary, Sith Geier Us 
from all dangers : — By her Interceffion to re- 
concile Us to God — B her Merits, to bring 
Us to his heavenly Kingdom : - —— This, in the 
manner They do it, is plainly a religious Worſhip ; 
aſcribing ts Het, a kind of Immenfity, and ſome 
other Attributes belonging to God only : and the 
doing this both publickly and privately, in every 
Countty, and in every part and corner of it, is 
* an „ of her being every 
Where 


(618) 


where preſent, and knowing every thing that is done, 
upon the face of the whole earth. We may ſup- 
poſe many thouſands to be praying to Her at the 
ſame inſtant: does She hear every one of them 
diſtinctly and ſeparately? If She does not, her 
Worſhip is a fooliſh and irrational Service: if She 
does; liow came She by ſuch a wonderful and im- 
menſe Knowledge ? Where is this revealed in Scrip 
ture? And ought we not to be very ſure of it, before 
we bus make our Addreſſes to her ?: The Con- 
jectures of the Romaniſts to ſolve this difficulty, 
and to reconcile it in ſome meaſure to the Under- 
ſtanding of the People, are too ridiculous to be 
mentioned here. 
Hol bine Her to be without 82 — 
though the Scripture aſſures, Us, That was the 
ſpecial Privilege of Chrift, who was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without Sin, Heb: 4: 15. 
But the Council of Trent, putting its own Authority 
againſt the :zord of God, informs Us, This was alſo 
the Privilege of the Virgin Mary. All this looks 
as if They believed Her to be more than a Creature : 
which it they deny, how can they avoid the impu- 
tation of 1do/airy,” if they nevertheleſs pay her ſuch 
Honours as are conſeſſedly divine; if they worſhip, 
or put their 2 in her at all, or Join her with her 
Son in his mediatorial Office? | 


PA to Saints and Angels : and Worſhipiog 
of Angels and Images. Though the Catholics 
may not pray to Them as Redecmers; yet as Advo- 
* cates, 


— 
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vocates, Mediators and Interceſſors they do, Which 
is equally derogatory to the honour of our bleſſed 
Saviour: for as we have one Redeemer, fo we have 
One, and only One MEpiaToR' between God and Men, 
the Man Chrift Jeſus. 1. Tim: 2: 1 

Tur Worthiping of 205 is expreſsly condemned 
by St. Paul, Col. 2: 18. Let no man beguile you of your * 
reward, in a voluntary humility, and wonſbiping of + 
Angels. And when St. John fell down to worſhip" 
before the feet of the Angel, he rebuked him for it, SZ 
laying,” See thou do it not 1” T am 7755 W 
vant. Rev: 22 128 "4. « 


| As tothe Worſhiping of Images, that is ſo 2 
and expreſsly condemned. by the Second Command- 
ment, that no other Proof can be thought necelfary, 
as long. as That is in force, to prove the Unlawful- 
neſs of it. 


Bur as Ne as this may 3 to be, to ) all thoſe. | 
who now enjoy the tree Uſe gf the Holy, Scriptures 3. 
it was very far from being /o, about the beg) . 5 
the Eighth Century, when it became matter ot great 
Diſpute in the Church, whether Images were to be 
worſhiped or not. This was carried on, with great 
warmth by the Popes againſt che Emperor; and by a 
Council aſſembled at Kome.by Gregory the third, the 
Worſhip of Inages was decreed, agreeebly to the 
antient P&ACTICE of the Apoſtolic Church, (that is, to 
a Practice, at the Time of which we are now ſpeaking, 
of about ſeventy, Years ſtanding.) —— Here we ſee 
the beginning of this Wop Corruption in the Chriſ- 


tian 
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tian Church; but it is not neceſſary at this time to 
enquire, what was afterwards done to confirm and 
effectually efabiifþ it, either by the Second Council 
of Nice, or that of Trent. 

Arx the Texts of Scripture juſt mentioned, one 

would imagine, were clear and expreſs in condemning 
the Practice of the Church of Rome, in praying to 
Saints and Angels; and worſhiping.of Angels and 
Images: but Scripture in the hands of ſome Mens 
ſhall never be wanting to prove, whatever they hava 
a mind it ſhould. To give a full demonſtration of 
this, I need only to produce ſome of the proofs from 
Scripture, brought by a Catholic Writer, in a Book 
I have lately met with, put into the hands of a new 
Convert, in order to eſtabliſh him in the Faith. The 
Title of it is, A Net for the Fiſhers of Men: and 
the ſame which Chriſt gave to his Apoſtles ;*” 
dedicated to no leſs perſon than King James the 
ſecond's Queen. Aſter which follows * 4 ſhort 
* Addreſs to the Holy Wiſdem of the glorious 
Trinity; bumbly acknowledging the Nothing both 
of the Perſon of the Author and his Book.” 


I this, we find the Invocation of Saints and An- 
gels; the Worſhiping of Angels and Holy Images 
vindicated (as the Author affures Us) by the mof 
folid Texts of Scripture, The Texts brought for 
the Invocation of Saints and Angels are the follow- 
ing, — Hoſ. 12: 4. Jacob bad power over the 
Angel and prevailed : be wept, and made Supplica- 
9108 wato hin And Job. 5: 1. Call now, if 


there 


D ; 


there be any that will anſwer thee, ond to which of 
the Saints wilt thou turn ? 


; a Hr then proves the Worſhiping of Angels, from 
| the Text I juſt now mentioned of St. Jobn's falling 
down to worſhip before the feet of the Angel, Rev: 
22: 8. but takes no notice of the latter part of the 
paſſage, which did not at all ſuit his purpoſe ; 
where the Angel is ſaid to have rebnted him for it, 
ſaying, See, ihou do it not, fer I am thy Fellow-Ser- 
vant. —— To this, He has added another proof 
equally clear and convincing, from Gen: 19: 1 
Aud there came two Angels to Sodom at Even; and Lot 
fat in the Gate of Sodom, and Lot ſeeing them, roſe up 
lo meet them z aud be Bowep bimſelf with his face 
toward the Ground. 


p 2 3 N ; 5 — 


Tussz are the Texts He has brought to prove 
the Invocation of Saints and Angels; and the Vor- 
 fhiping of Angels, from Scripture : but as the New 

Teſtament could furniſh him with very little that 


way, you may obſerve, he has chiefly brought them 
from the Old. | | 


Tuovon & whole, I think, of what he has here 
 faid, requires no other Anſwer to be made to it, than 
barely repeating his proofs ;' yer I will not paſs it 
dy without ſome particular notice. 

To that which he has taken from the Revelation, 
if he had hut gone on with the words of the Text, 
and added thoſe he has omitted; he would (as was 

B 2 before 
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before obſerved) not only have found a ſufficient 
Anſwer; but likewiſe to all the reſt, wherever the 
Angels are mentioned. Upon St. Jobnu's falling 
down to worſhip Him; the Angel ſaid unto him, 
See, thou do it not: for 1 am thy Fellom Servant. 
were Gop.. Which is a plain declaration enough, 
that Angels are not, and that God ** is, or ought 
to be worſhiped. | 
Ius Caſe of Lot is (till leſs to the pages; wþ Wo 
here, by his Hoſpitality towards Strangers, enter- 
© tained, as St, Paul ſays, Augels unawares ; not Know- 
ing at that time, ho or what They were. 
Isg the Angels then have no better Title to our 
a Warſbip or Invocation; much leſs can the Saints be 
\ ſuppoſed to have am; and ſtill leſs, tnoſe mention- 
ed in Job, who by the Context appear to be no other 
than good or holy Men, ſuch as Fob himſelf was; 
whoſe, Friends had highly. blamed him for his bold 
Expoſtulations with God, and bid him try, if there 
were any Saint or holy May, that would: defend or 
alloy him in making uſe of ſuch expreſſions. 


"i next attempt 28 e the e Worſiip, of holy 

_ "Images; from that of, Heb: 11: 21. where Jacob, 
he tells Us, ** enſbiped the top of . Foſeph's Rod.“ 
„And, after fo plain a proof, immediately aſks the 
, queſtion, . Why then do you call the Wor- 
« ſhip of Images Idolatty? Here They have 

_ corrupted a plain I ext of the New Teſtament, to 
make it ſerve their purpoſe :/ for inſtead of reading 
it according to the Original, — And Jacos'worſhiped 

* . Upon 
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upon the Top of hir Staff, — denoting his Age and 
Infirmities, and that he could not worſhip without 
leauing; the Popiſh Tranſlations render it, — And 
Ja cos worſhiped Tue Tor of bis Staff. This Text, 
' when They have made it ſpeak, what they chooſe it 
ſhould, may probably be looked upon, by the Mem- 
bers of this Church, as a much ſtronger and plainer 
proof for the worſhipifig of Images, than the ſe- 
eond Commandment is againſt it. That indeed, 
has given them no little trouble, in endeavouring to 
explain it away: but the moſt effectual method of 
removing the Objection, has been by leaving it en- 
tirely out, and dividing the tenth into two, and 
N Keeping ” wy number of them gr it. 

. His next proof is, chat of 8 St. Joux wal Giping 
(as he is pleaſed to call it) the very Latchets of our 
Saviour's Shoes. Our Catholic would have done 
well here, to have told Us, in what part of the 
New Teſtament this was to be found; which 1 
could never yet meet with, either in the original 
Greek, or in any Proteſtant N | 


I ſhall only mention ara of his felid Proofs, 
which I hope, will be ghougtic ſafticient. 


Ir it is not lawful; ſays this __ CathiolG, to | 
&, bow the knee to Images, why Goth the Apoſtle 
* ſay; At the NAME of ]tsvs every knee ſhall bow, - 
Phi: 2: 10. which Name is nothing but an 
160 nad of the Hearing : and if it be lawful to bow 

WT] B 4 the 
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* the knee; why do you reject the Veneration of 
« ſacred Images? 
As this is only an Image of the Author's own 
Brain; 1 think, I may ſafely leave it, as I found it, 


without any tear of its doing the leaſt harm even 
to the weakeſt minds. 


| © Theſe, and ſuch as theſe, are what he calls the 
moſt /clid texts ot Scripture, by which the wor- 
ſhiping of Angels and Images is vindicated : and 
Theſe, we muſt be contented to take, as plain proofs 
of this Doctrine; ſince the whole Bible could af- 
ford us no better. But to whom can ſuch proofs as 
Theſe be ſatisfactory; and what ſort of Men can ſuch 
a Net as this catch, though ſaid to be the /ame 
which Chriſt gave to his Apoſtles ? Surely none, 
who have the free Uſe of the holy Scriptures : who 
have but a moderate ſhare of U or 
indeed have any Underſtanding at all. It can only 
be /o to thoſe, who are blinded by the thick Vail 
of Prejudice, which will undoubtedly hinder Men 


from ſeeing the . 
or the groſſeſt abſurdities. ' 


Bur — 19. the laſt Artcls/ 
ſhall mention, which is that of 7 | 


Ta anSUBSTANTIATION, by which They declare, 
there is made aConver/ionof the whole Subſtanceof he 
Bread into the Body ; and of the whole Subſtance of 
the Wine into the Blood of our Lord Jeſus ' Chriſt. 
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port of this Abſurdity, which is no leſs repugnant te 
Scripture, and to the true intent and meaning 
Chriſt's words, than i it is n common _ 


* * firſt let Us hear, what our Catholic a 
before · mentioned. in his Net, has to ſay in defence 
of this abſurd Doctrine; which he likewiſe tells 
Us, is vindicated by the moſt ſolid Texts of Scrip- 
ture. 

H has given us none but the words of the Inſti- 
en This is my Body, &c. with two or three idle, 
captious queſtions, ſuch as, When Chriſt ſaid, 
% This 15 n Body, did he ſpeak figuratively or not ? 
4 If not, why do you deny the real Preſence ? It He 
did ſpeak figuratively, prove it out of Scripture.” 
——— This ſurely is not very difficult to do. 
How axe we to know when our Saviour ſpeaks gu- 
ratively or not; but by making uſe of our reaſon 
and underſtanding ? And when we find his words 
taken /iterally, and in the obvious ſenſe of them, ta 
be very abſurd, and contradictory both to our Rea/on 
and Senſes ; we are then ſure we miſtake his mean- 
ing, and that he muſt be underſtood to ſpeak gu- 
ratively. Thus when He ſays, I am the Vine, ye are 
the Branches; 1 am the Door; Jam the Reſurrection; 
no man ever yet underſtood him in a {eral Senſe. 
No more could his Diſciples put ſuch a ſenſe upon 
his words, when he took Bread and ſaid, This is my 
Body, which muſt contradict both their Senſes and 
their Rea ſon at the ſame time. How does it appear 
more . in Nicodemus, who underſtood our Sa- 


viour's | 
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viour's words literally, and gravely aſked the queſ- 


tion, How can a Man be born again? than it was in 
the Jews to ſay, How can this. Man give us bis -Fle/b 
to eat? John 6: 52, when our Saviour was plainly 
diſcourſing to them concerning his Dadtrine; but 
made uſe of the ſame figurative manner of ſpeaking. 
And how does it appear in either of theſe inſtances 
more abſurd, to underſtand our Saviour's words in 
a literal Senſe, than it would be to underſtand Him 
in the /ame manner, upon his taking Bread and ſay- 
ing, This is my body? Or when He had ſaid juſt 
before, Verſe 41ſt of the ſame Chapter, I am the 


Bread which came down from Heaven: what reaſon 


can be given, Why tbeſe words are not to be under- 
ſtood literalh, as well as tboſe' ſpoken of the Bread, 
This is my Body? Try them both in a literal ſenſe, 
and ſce, what you will make of Scripture ? In the 
brit, Chriſt is the Bread; and in the ſecond, the Bread 

is Chriſt. If a difference is to be diſcovered. i in any 
— the Expreſſions juſt mentioned; or that our Sa- 


viour is not to be unde rſtood in the lame ig tive 


manner in them all; I muſt, leave that, to thoſe 
ſubtle Catholics whole Buser Adis co catch Meng, 11 
ii asd EL 

Bur 10 conſider the mi of rhe loflieuion 
more particularly The words of the Inſtitution 
(which was to take place of the Paſſover) were 
theſe; This is my B. Of che Paſſoyer 3 This 
is the Lord's Paſſover. In what ſenſe therefore the 


one was the Lord's, Paſſover; in the fame, was the 


lowed 
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lowed to be a Fgurative expreſſion: for the Paſchal 
Lamb was not really the Lord's Paſſover, the very 
+ Aft of the deſtroying Angel's paſſing over the Houſes 
of the Iſraelites z but only the Memorial and Repre- 
. ſentation. of that Action. No more was, the 
Lord's Body, his very and rea! Body (for He had not 
as yet offered Himſelf for Us) but only the /n or 
ure ot it; a Repreſentation only of his enſuing 
Paſſion : or the manner in which He choſe to have 
that important Tranſaction remembred and ſolem- 
e by Us: — his: cond 8 . 
Rat hat would" put he Tebiher Bir SPUN diſ- 
put, even with a Romaniſt himſelf, if he dared but 
to think abaur it, is, that the like fourative language 
occurs, in relation to the Cup and They don't deny it: 
for when our Saviour ſays, Luke 22: 20. This Cor 
i the New Teſtament in my Blacd: by the Cup, is 
certainly meant the Iiguor in the Cup; whether that 
liquor was real Blood, or no more than Vine. And 
again: this Cup, is the New Teſtament; not the very 
Teſtament; or Covenant itſelf (the Papiſts wont ſay 
ſo) but as it is explained, Mat: 26: 28. the Blood of 
the New Teſtament: That, by which the Teſtament 
or Covenant was ratified and confirmed. So that, you 
- ſee, in the compaſs of a few words. there is occaſion to 
"depart twice from the latter of the expreſſion : Now 
if this may be done fafely, in explaining one part of 
the Inſtitution; I would fain know, why the fame 
liberty may not be taken about the other part, * 
"ow neceſſity: for it, is as apparent? 92941 
5 3 | 
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And this ſeems ſtill further neceſſary, by conſider- 
ing the words of our Saviour in a {eral ſenſe, When 
He ſays, This is my Body which is BROKEN : and 
This is my Blood which is surbd.— Now if our Sa- 
viour meant this in a Atera Senſe, it was not true: 
for his Body was not yet broken; nor his Blood yet 
ſhed. Thereiore, He muſt be underſtood figura- 
tively and not literally; and conſequently this abſurd 
Doctrine muſt bg falſe. — 

Nog does it appear to be leſs contrary to 
Reaſon and Senſe than it is repugnant to Scripture. — 
For how can one Subſtance be changed into ano- 
ther, and yet all the Properties and Accidents of the 
former Subſtance, as colour, taſte, ſhape; in ſhort, 
every thing we know about it, or whereby we can 
Judge of it, remain as before ? — Do you think this 
was the caſe, when our Saviour changed the Vater 
into Vine at the marriage feaſt ? — Or how can a 
Body limited and circumſcribed; as the natural 
Body of Chriſt muſt be, be in different Places 
at the ſame time? The preſent Church of Rome 
maintains, that Chriſt is uncircumſcribed as to his hu- 
man Nature, and may be corporeally preſent in ten 
thouſand places at once: but the ſecond Nicene 
Council, held towards the end of the eighth Cen- 
tury, and whoſe Authority is acknowledged by the 
Council of Trent, pronounces an Anathema againſt 
all thoſe who ſay, that Chriſt is not cireumſcribed as 
to his Human Nature. — What becomes then of 
Tranſubſtautiation ; and what is the Authority of 
that — contradicis in one General Coun- 
cil 


( 29) 
cil, what it maintains in another? Or how is the - 
fallibility of Pope Gregory the ſecond,” who declared 
that the Work of Mens hands ought to be worſhip- 
ed, to be reconciled with that of Gregory the firſt, 
who declared that the Work of Mens hands ought 
by. no means to be worſhiped. — What a great Change 
was here made in the De&rine and Pratzice of the 
Roman Church in the ſpace of little more than a 


C 


Bur of ali the Arguments to be brought againſt 
this Ab/urdity; the Teſtimony of our Senſes appears 
to be the ſtrongeſt : for it we muſt not believe 
Them, we can be ſure of nothing; ſince the founda- 
tion of all our Knowledge of corporeal things lies 
in our Senſes. What greater Evidence than This, or 
the giving credit to the reports of their Eyes and 
their Ears, had even thoſe perſons who converſed 
daily with our Saviour himſelf; who beard the 
Words that He ſpake, and. ſaw the Miracles 
that He performed ? This, was St. Lake's great 
Evidence of the Truth of what he wrote, that it 
was delivered to him by Zye-Witneſſes, Luk: 1: 1: 2. 
And St. John's, == That which wwe have HEARD, which 
we have SEEN with our Eyes; which we have Loo KR 
upon, and our bands bave RANDLED,— declare wwe unto 
you, 1. John, 1: 1. 2. And St. Paul's for the Re- 
ſurrection; That He was SEEN of Cephas, then of the 
Twelve; — then of the 500 Brethren, 1. Cor: 15: 
5: 6, Even the Infidelity of Thomas yielded to this 
Argument, when he declared that, If he could have 
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the Teſtimony of his Senſes, by ſoerng the Print of 
the Nails in his Maſter's hands, and thrafting his 
hand into his Side, he would believe, John, 20: 25. 
And Chriſt himſelf judged bis a convincing Argu- 
ment, when the Apoſtles thought He had been a 
Spirit: HAN DIR me and ser, for à Spirit bath nut 
FHliſb and Bones, as ye Set me have, Luk: 24: 39. 
From all which it plainly appears, that even in Re- 
ligious Matters, the Teſtimony of our Senjes is not 
to be given up; ſince upon That, we ſee, the Evan- 
geliſts themſelves have placed theTruth of the Got- 


pels wr _— wrote. 


To apply this now to the Caſe before Us We 
may venture to affirm, that if there be no truſting 
to our Senſes; or, if we can never be ſure, that what 
we fee, is what it appears to be; or, that the Bread 
in the Euchariſt, is certainly Bread, and not Fleſh ; * 


to what purpoſe do we either read or quote Scripture? 
How do we know that the words which we read, 
are really there? And if we muſt not believe our 
Senſes, we can never prove, that there are any ſuch 
words in the Bible as, This is my Body ; which are 
the only — —_ which this Dodtrine is 
built. 
Tnus, 7 Fabse kale deſtroys ieſelf, n as 
the Scriptures, and the Chriſtian Religion: for by 
not believing our Eyes, of our not beihg ſure of any 
ing; it takes away at once, the great Evidence 
upon which Chrianity itſelf is eſtabliſhed; that of 


Matt; uch are art rg cen to the Senſes of | 
Mankind. 
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Bur to what has been now ſaid, perhaps the Om - 
nipotence of God will be objected, and we ſhall. 
preſently be told by ſuch as are ever flying for ſhel- 
ter to Myſtery, (the laſt refuge of thoſe who are 
beaten out of the field by fair reaſoning) that nothing 
is impoſſible to an All- powerful Being; and there- 
fore, notwithſtanding all Appearances to the con- 
trary, the Bread and Mine in the Sacrament may 
ſtill be really and truly the Body and Blood ct Chriſt. 
his, is indeed an Argument ftrong 
enough to confound the weak, and to put a ſtop to 
the unlearned Inquirer, to whom it will preſently be 
| ſaid, Who art thou that replieſt againſt Gd? 
But even this, I believe, upon examination will be 
found inſufficient to remove the difficulty, or to get 
rid of the Abſurdity. For though tis very evident 
that infinite Power muſt be underſtood to reach to 
all paſſible things z yet it cannot be ſuppoſed to ex- 
tend to the working any thing which implies a Con- 
tradition, as Tranjubſtantiation does: it being in the 
nature of things abſolutely impoſſible, that one 
body ſhould be changed into the Subſtance of ano- 
ther, and yet all the accidents and qualities of the 
former body be ſtill remaining, without the leaſt 
alteration diſcoverable by our Senſes; which, with 
che aſſiſtance of our Reaſon, are, and muſt be, the 
ole Judges of matters of Fact. 


Is — . to this. we are deſired by the Catholic 
Writers, < to reflect on what the Scripture informs 


i * az to this power of changing one thing into 
; another, 
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« another. There; they tell us, we read of the Du 
« turned into Lice: Of the Waters turned into 
* Blood: Of Lors Wife turned into à Pillar of 
Salt: Of the Water turhed into Wine by our Sa- 
„ vjour at the Marriage in Cana of Galilee. And 
« can't you now, ſay They, from theſe conſidera- 
« tions eaſily apprebend; how the ſame divine 
% Power, that wrought theſe Changes heretofore, 
* could at the laſt Supper, and at other times by 
the Miniſtry of his Servatits, change the Bread 
i and Wine into his Body and Blood ?” | 
Tuis I ſhould think not {6 eaſily apprebended, eſ- 
peciatly by a Proteſtant Underſtanding; as theſe 
Catholic Writers would perſuade Us: But, ſuppo- 
fing the fame divine Power could effect this; (which 
is a Contradiion in itſelf) the Queſtion ſtill remains, 
Whether it did then do it, and till continues to do 
it, by the Miniſtry of his Setvants? To which, 
what has been now ſaid by Them, is no Anſwer; 
nor ſerves in the leaſt to explain or clear ap the 
_ Difficulcy. Fot in the ſeveral Inſtances here 
brought, of one Body being changed into another ; 
Was not the Charge very apparent to the Senſes ? 
were any of the accidents and qualities of the firſt - 
Body ſtill remaining after ſuch Change, as they 
plainly appeat to be in the Bread and Wine aftet 
Conſecration? Did the Dit ſtill appear to the 
Egyptians to be Duft; after it was turned into Lice ? 


Or the Waters to be ſtill the ſane, after they were 
turned into Bleed? Or when turned into Hine by 
— to be ſtill nothing but Water ? 


Tix 
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Tas Obſervation made by the Governour of the 
Feaſ! concerning it; John 2; 10. clearly demon- 
ſtrates the contrary; and proves that it had all the 
Properties of Wine, ſuch as Colour, Taſte, Strength 
and Smell. Were not theſe, and all the other M 
racles both of the Old and New Teſtatnent, ſo many; 
Appeals to the Senſer, to thoſe who ſaw them; and 
as ſuch, were always plainly and clearly to be ap- 
prehended by them, and ſtood in no need of any 
particular Revelation to aſſure Us of the truth and 
reality of them? But, ſuppoſing this won- 
derful Converfion of the Elements of Bread and 
Wine to be really effected, there are but two ways 
of coming at the certain knowledge of this Truth; 
by the teſtimony of our Senſes, or by Revelation. 
That neither of theſe are ſufficient to prove it, I think 
has been fully ſhewn from what has been now ſaid, 
and what has gone before, in the Examination of 
19 nnn - ban de e 


Aa; Appelle ir ro be a a Proteſtant 
will probably af the queſtion, though a Catholic 
arts not; What good end or purpoſe is ſerved by 
this extraordinary exertion of Omnipotent Power ? 
——This is a queſtion not eaſily anſwered, ſince it 
it is not ſo much as- pretended by the Catholics 
themſelves, that any greater bemefits are. thereby con- 
veyed, than by the Elements of Bread and Wine 
taken and received by the faithſul in Remembrance 
only. Nor are any of thoſe good ends or purpoſes 
to be diſcovered, which evidently appear in all the 

C other 
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other Miracles of our Saviour recorded inthe-New 
Teſtament. To any of theſe. it has not the leaft 
claim: ſo far from it, it rather ſerves a very bad 
purpoſe, namely, to confound our Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding; and to make our Senſes of no uſe or 
ſervice to Us. Natwithſtanding this, the 
- Church of Rome has made great ſe of this Doctrine 
of 7ranſubſtantiation in order to raiſe the Honour, 
and enlatge the Peter of the whole Prieſthood, It 
is ſometimes remarked by them, as an admirable 
_ <, inſtance of the Miſuam of Cad, to find out ſo 
* wonderful a way to procure Reverence to the 

Prieſt; that he ſhould be able, as often as he 
pleaſes, by a few words ſpeaking, miraculouſly to 
change the Subſtance of a Bit of Bread into the 
<<. natural Body; and that of a few Drops of Wine 
into the natural Blood of Jeſas Chriſt,” ———— 
But They miſtake the matter. It was. not the W:/- 
dom of Gad, but the cunning Craſtineſi of Men, 
which deviſed this admirable Method, as they call it, 
for procuring honour'to the Prieſthood, - The All- 
wiſe God could never think of aggrandizing his 
Prieſts by. telling the World He had enabled them 
to do Contradictions ; and therefore, impoſſible to 
be done even by Himſelf. But fooliſh Men, not 
content with that Reſpect and Honour which is due 
to chem upog, account of the uſefulneſs and dignity 
of their Office, as the Ambaſſadors and Stewards of 
the Myſteries of God; muſt needs be ſeeking ano- 
ther kind of honour, ariſing from the power of 
* Miracles. 2 indeed They have done = 
| wi 
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with a witneſs. The Miracles of the Goſpel are 
almoſt nothing, compared with that of Trauſalſtan- 


tation... Healing the Sick, making the Lam to | 


walk, and the Blind to ſee caſting out Devils, and 
raiſing the Dead, are poor and pitiful 8 
in compariſon with the Converfor of the leaſt Bit, 
or Drop of the Elements of Bread and Wine, into 
the Bady and Bloed of our Lord Jeſus, Chriſt, to 
which his Son and Divinity ſhall be united. Every 
little Prieſt in the Church of Rome is able, (They 
tell us) to do this twenty times a day, or as often as 
he thinks fit: And how will ſuch a Perſon be re- 
vered? What a profound Veneration will He be 


regarded with, by All who can bring themſelves 


to | believe, that he really does theſe WES A and mar- 
vellous things? e u 

By this time, I rape the ” of this Er Doc- 
Wins appears pretty plain, namely to procure Honour 
and Reverence to the Popiſh Clergy, which was a ſuf- 
ficient Reaſon for eſtabliſhing it by the.Council ot 
Trent, and for the retaining and defending it ever 
Rabe. But ſo great is the Aſurdig, that ſome of the 
more diſcerning Perſons, even in the Church of 
| Rome, are thought to be ſo ſenſible of it, that they 
would be glad to get rid of it; but; the Council of 
Trent has rivetted jt ſo ſaſt into their Religion, and 
made it ſo neceſſary and eſſential a Point of their 
Belief, that They cannot now part with it if they 
would: it is, as Arch-Biſhop Tillotſon '0bſerves, 
like a Mill-ftone hung about the Neck of Popery ; 
it will Ink i it at the laſt. Hexe 
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Hz = then the Catholic muſt fix his foot; 
not like the Proteſtant upon the Bible, but upon the 


Council of Trent ; which hath indeed fully deter- 


mined this Point, and roundly aſſerted the Truth of 
it. But how different this, from the Sentiments of the 


Church of Rome declared by Pope Gelaſus about the 


latter end of the fifth Century; — That the Elements 
„ ceaſed not to be of the Subſtance and Nature of 
* Bread and Wine.” —— Here the Pope ſpeaks of 
the Subſtance and Nature of the Bread and Wine 
remaining in the Euchariſt, as a known Truth which 
no Man diſputed; (for upon This the whole ſtrength 
of his Argument reſted) and therefore could neither 
have Himſelf, nor could he ſuppoſe others to have, 
any Notion or Idea of Tranſubſtaniiation. — Where 
was then at that time, this favourite Doctrine, which 
was not diſcovered till ſome Centuries. after, and 
never firmly ſertlad before this famous Council of 

Trent. | 


Maxx and ſubſtantial Reaſons, you may ſuppoſe 


were brought by the Fathers for the Proof of this 


Doctrine: nor can it be thought, that thoſe for 
taking away the Cup from the Laity, which ſoon fol- 
lowed, were of leſs weight. I will lay them before 
you as a Specimen of the ſtrength of their Argu- 
ments, in the determination of Points which con- 
cerned the very Principles of Chriſtianity. 

FaTrER Paul in his Hiſtory of this Council tells Us, 
All the Fathers agreed, there was no Neceffity or Pre- 
cept for the Cup: and for proof They alledged places 

of 


( 37 ) 


of the New Teſtament, where Breadonly is named; 


as in St. Jobn, 6. 58. He that eateth of this Bxzap 
all live for ever. They ſaid, that until the time 
of the Apoſtles, Bread only was in uſe; as it is read 
in St. Luke, that the Diſciples at Enmaus knew 
Chriſt in breaking of Bread, where there 1s no men- 
tion of Wine. And St. Paul ready to ſuffer Ship- 
wrack at Sea, doth bleſs the Bread, and ſpeaketh not 
of Vine. [Io theſe were added the Figures in 
the Old Teſtament. Manna, which ſignifies the 
Euchariſt, hath no Drink in it. Jonathan who taſted 
the Honey, did not drink. 
of great patience, ſays our Author, to hear them all 


repeat the ſame things. But the wifer ſort, 


confined themſelves to theſe two Arguments: firſt, 
That the Church hath power from Chriſt to change 
the thi 

that, to the Exchgriſt both kinds are neceſſary, as 
it is a Sacriſce; but as it is a Sacrament, one only: 


So that the Church hath power to ordain the Uſe 
of one alone. Secondly, That the Church caunet- 


err, — and it hath been approved in the Council of 
Conftance. 


\ 


Su cn were the profound Reaſonings, and 


ſuch. the Decree of _ theſe Father, about the 


Cup: but whether it was upon the Reaſons ſo 
unanimouſly given by the Majority of them, or of 
the Few of the wiſer fort; I muſt leave others to 
determine. I ſhall only obſerve, how contr-ry 
all this was to the Primitive Church; or, to what 


C 3 the 
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And it was matter 


things that are accidental in the Sacrament ;” and 
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| 
- 


| 


"of 


3 9 


15 32 


demning the of the Manicheer; who- 


rect 4 as the Ro- 


man Catholics now do, in compliance with the De- 


ſuch, as did not receive in both kinds to be exclud - 


ed from both, Becauſe one and tbe ſame Myſtery 
© cannot be divided without great Saeritegr* — And 


ſuch was the Doctrine of the whole Catholic 


Church for the ſpace of twelve hundred Years. 


Either Gelafus (who was not leſs infallible than 


thoſe who have ſucceeded him) was guilty of a great 
Hereſy 5 
gw Secrilege. 


# 'F 


Tus you have ſeen, pen What Feidatioh this 


Branch of Modern Popery reſts ;- and upon what 
Arguments and Reaſons, the Decree for taking away 


the Cup from the Laity, was made; and that, in direct 


Oppoſition to | Scripture. St. Paul, in the Plaineſt 
Words that can be, declares it to be the Peoples 
Duty, to partake in beth kinds: As often 45 ye eat 
this Bx RAD and drink this Cob, ye do ſhew forth the 
Lord's Death till he tome. i. Cor: 11: 26. Theſe 


are the words of St. Paul to the Corinthians, after 
he had given them the words of the Inſtitution it 
ſelf; which plainly ſhew, they were not only to 
receive the Bread, but the Mine likewiſe. And 
our Saviour's Command to his Diſciples, Was, 


Dams Je All of ou as 2 28, Tale, PAT, 
hy 


ne Pope — — now mentioned, ſaid. 


crees of Cunſtance and Trent : For, that Practice 
Gelafius condemned in the ſtrongeſt terms, ordering 


or the Gn of wy pt is _ * 


' 
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this is my Body. If there be any difference in the 
two Expreſſions, that for the Cup ſeems to be the 


ſtronger, by the addition of the word A; drink 
ye All of this, which is not in chat for the Bread. 
To which, if it be replied, (as They ſometimes 


viour commanded to drink this, were Priefts, and 
none of them Lay-men ; (which, by the bye, does 
not appear from Scripture ; ſince it was not till — 
our Saviour's Reſurrection They received their 
Commiſſion to Go and teach all Nations, Max : 28: 
19.) tis evident they were the ſame Perſons only, 
to whom he adminiſtred the Bread alſo: and then 
it will follow ; by the ſame reaſon, that the People 
are denied the Cup, they may be denied partaking 


bays, an 


"Ann Would we go on to examine many 
other Articles peculiar to that Church, eftebliſbed by 
the Council of Trent, we ſhould find them to be no 
better ſupported. The more any one examines into 
theſe things, and at the ſame time takes a view of its 
numberleſs Superſtitions; the more, I am perſuaded, 
he will be convinced of the truth of the Obſervation 
made by a very learned Author, that Popery is the 
moſt degenerate form of Chriſtianity that can be 
conceived, and lays a heavier Yoke upon the Necks 


of Chriſtians, than the Scribes and Phariſees evet 
impoſed upon the Jews. That it is a Religion 


WIN can never make its way, but by u and 
CH Brun 


abſurdly do) that all thoſe Diſciples whom our = | 


| 
| 
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the ſame Pope Gelaſfur, juſt now mentioned, ſaid," - 
in condemning the p of the. Manichees, who 
received the Euchariſt in one kind only; as the Ro- 
man Catholics now do, in compliance with the De- 
crees of Cunſtance and Trent : For, that Practice 


Gelafins condemned i in the ſtrongeſt terms, ordering 
ſuch, as did not receive in both kinds to be exclud- 


ed from both, Becauſe one and tbe ſame Myſtery 
<< cannot be divided without great Saeriteye® — And 
ſach uus the Doctrine of the whole Carbolic 
Church for the ſpace of twelve hundred Years. 
Either  Gelaffus (who was not leſs infallible than 
thoſe who have ſucceeded him) was guilty of a great 
Hereſy ; or the Church * oy po is _ 7 
Sg * OFT 


Tuus you have ſeen, eben * Runen this 
Branch of Modern Popery reſts ;- and upon what 
Arguments and Reaſons, the Decree for taking aay 
the Cup from the Laity, was made; and that, in direct 
Oppoſition to Scripture. St. Paul, in the plaineſt 
Words that can be, declares it to be the Peoples 
Duty, to partake in beth kinds: As often as ye eat 
this Bx RAD and drink this Cub, ye do ſhew forth the 
Lard's Death till h tome. f. Cor: 11 26. Theſe 
are the words of St. Paul to the Corinthians, after 
he had given them the words of the Tiiſtitution it- 


ſelf; which plainly ſhew, they were not only to 


receive the Bread, but the Vine likewiſe. And | 


our Saviour's Command to his Diſciples, - Was, 
Danes Je All of 4s as well as, Take, PAT, 
| hy 
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this is my Body. | 
two Expreſſions, that for the Cup ſeems to be the 
ſtronger, by the addition of the word A; drink 
2e er ha; which is not in that for the Bread. 
To which, if it be replied, (as They ſometimes 
abſurdly do) that all thoſe Diſciples whom our _ 
viour commanded to drink this, were Prieſts, and 

none of them Lay-men ; (which, by the bye, does 

not appear from Scripture ; ſince it was not till after 
our Saviour's Reſurrection They received their 


Commiſſion to Go and teach all Nations, Mat: 28: 


19.) tis evident they were the ſame Perſons only, 
bs whom he adminiſtred the Bread alſo: and then 
it will follow ; by the ſame reaſon, that the People 
are denied the Cup, they may be denied partaking 
of . 1 at op, : 


A ND would we go on to gxamine many 
o Articles peculiar to that Church, eftebliſbed by 
the Council of Trent, we ſhould find them to be no 
better ſupported. The more any one examines into 
theſe things, and at the ſame time takes a view of its 


numberleſs Superſtitions; the more, I am perſuaded, 


he will be convinced of the truth of the Obſervation 


made by a very learned Author, that Popery is the 


moſt degenerate form of Chriſtianity that can be 
conceived, and lays a heavier Yoke upon the Necks 
of Chriſtians, than the Scribes and Phariſees evet 


impoſed upon the Jews. hat it is a Religion 
Wen can never make its way, but by au an 


C4 Dem 


If there be any difference in the 
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raum, nor be one — 1. 
. erbat 0 
1 


Ho to return: 1 —— this Subject with- 
out. producing a Paſſage or two from an eminent 
Author, Which, I think, may {rv to da ſome 
ga r 


| Tus PoAtiae of . Tran/ubſangiation,.. char 
great reproach. of the common, Senſe of Men, 
and great proſanation of that divine Attribute the 
Omxipotence of Cd; has no Evidence of being 
revcaled: but had there been never ſo. great 
an appearance of Evidence for it; yet it could 
not - be received, becauſe the manifeit | Ab/ardity 
{ * of the thing, would always be a ſtronger Argus» 
1 ment againſt its being an Object of Faith, than any 
| 
| 


other Evidence could be fer it. Every Revelation 
muſt be agreeable to the Nature of Cod, and to the 
finiin o of Things, + To belicve Tranſubtantiation, 

ot any cher Almi. contrary either to Seuſe or 
| Reaſon; is in the maſt profane manner to make 
Religion rigic us, by _— away the very foun- 
* dation of all Knewlevge and of all Belief, either in 
matters of Religion, or 1a any thing elſe, For the 
Judgment of Keaſen being once ſet aſidę, there re- 
mains no poſſible means vj judging whether any one 
thing whatſoever, be more reaſonable or more unrea- 
ſeuable to be believed, than another ror whether, in 
any cafe whatſocv er, either Belief or Unbelief 


pe in zuy Degree redſonable or unreaſonable at all. 3 
1 


"4 
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It is alledged indeed, with great confidenee by 
thoſe of the Church of Rome, that the natural, the 
literal, the firſt' aud obvious Senſe of the words; 
«*« This is my Body,” is plainly in fayour of their 
Side of the queſtion. And yet in reality, the very 
_ contrary to this, is evidently true. For the natural, 
the literal, the firſt and obvious Senſe of the Phraſe, 
is not that which ariſes from the Signification- of the 
word Body ſingly ;- but that which ariſes from its 
natural ſignification in ſuch an Expreſſion, wherein 
commemorative Bread is affirmed to be the Body of 
him cubo is commemorated thertby. Thus when 2 
Picture is ſpaken of, as being the Peron it re- 


preſents ; the natural, the literal, the-firſt and 


obvious ſenſe of the Expreſſion, is not that tis 
really, but that *tis ' repreſentatively; that Perſon. 
Tis a,very great Corruption therefore, to teach, 
that the Elements of the Holy Sacrament; inſtitut- 
ed expreſsly far a perpetual Remembrance: of his 
Death and Paſſion, are changed into the Subſtance of 


the Body and Blood of Chriſt ; and that the Sacra- 


ment is properly a continual Repetition (not Conme- 


woration) of that expiatory - Sacrifice once offered 


upon the Croſs, Our Lord's Command is, Ds 
this in REMEMBRANCE of me.” Now in the Nature 


of Things, the Remembrance of any thing is not the 


Repetition. of the Thing itſelf : lt is therefore 
evident from the Nature and End of the Inſtitution, 


that the very Eſſence of it is, a Remembrance of a 


pb Tranſaction ; and this Remembrance neceflarily 
| excludes 


— —— —— — 
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excludes the corporal Preſence of what is remem- 
bred, . becauſe that Preſence would deſtroy the very 
Notion of this Remembrance. ——- But. this appears 
fo plain, — — n —— . faid 


ee 
— * *4 Keren 


EY hall a next eee Argummene 
brought by à Catholic Writer in ſupport of this 
Doctrine: and ſuch as I make no doubt, he looked 
upon as unanſwerable. The unerring Authority, 
* ſays He, of the Church has declared it to be 
ue, and injoined the HNelef of it; and after 
<-ſuch a Deciſion, it is the part of an Infidel, ra- 
ther than a Chriſtian to aſk, How can this be?” 
This Argument, if it has any force; muſt be allowed 
indeed to be concluſive. This is the laft Reſort of 
Popery ; the Sum of all their reaſoning ; to reſolve 
all Religion into an implicit Faith, and a faviſh Obe- 
dience to the Authority of the Church; which by 
ipnumerable texts of Scripture; ſays this Author, is 
declared to be hwy hor oremenng wy of every 
Chriſtian. - 

Wir may > aw: en then the pains of 
pointe th work drop the perilous taſk of 
ftudyins the | Scriptures ; the Charch, like an indul- 
gent Mother, takes all that trouble upon Herſelf; 
warrants her Doctrines to be divine ; and enſures our 
Salvation, on the ſingle condition of taking her 
word for it. But all Proteſtants muſt ſee the horri- 
ble ona ſuch a Principle; an Inquifition ready 
dh to 


(\ 43) 
00 wo all their Doubts ;/# Priſon and Tortuves 
| ed for Thoſe, who dare to aſk! their Prieſts, 
N ur 8 — can theſe 
aur bet 230 * EY | 
FAHEY ro bell genden Heh ee 
your. own Underſtanding, and the natural right every 
one has of judging for himſelf : and inftead thereof, 
to found your Belief entirely on an implicit Reli- 
anee upon other Men. And he that turns his back 
upon the Church of England, and becomes a Mem- 
ber of the Church of Nome; inſtead of leaving hig 
Shoes, after the Eaſtern manner, muft feave- his 
Underſtanding, at the Door; and it will be well if 
he finds it, when he comes out again. But 
that will be no great et; ſince all he has 
now to do, is to believe, as the Church believes; to 


ſee with other Mens eyes, and to neee with Hits 
Prejudice will now take place; and 
when This has bes laid hold upon a Man, and he 


Underſtandi 


has been long accuſtomed to found his Belfef en- 
tirely upon others; it may become ſo ftrong, that 
the cleareſt light cannot overcome and diſſipate fo 
thick a Cloud: and then, the Tradiſiom of the El- 
ders, or the Decrees of Popes, ſhall have much more 
weight with a Man, to periuzde” him to Bind or 
ſhut his Eyes, than the «whole Scripture of Truth, or 
the plaineſt reaſon in the world, fal! have to perſuade 
him to open them 

Hz that gives up the Liberty which every Man 
MW, of thipking and Judging for Himſelf in religi- 


dus 


— 2 
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ous matters; and either dares not, or (which is 
much oftner the caſe) will not give himſelf the 
trouble. of comparing the Proteſtant and Pepi Re- 
ligion together; and of examining and trying 
them both by the Rule of Scripture : ſuch a Perſon 
can have. no notion of the wide Difference there is 
between them. —Till-he has done this, he may be 
apt to imagine the Difference to be but trifling, or 
much leſs than what it is ſometimes repreſented. 
And ſhould he be attacked by Popiſh Miſſiona- 
ries, when other Arguments have failed them, he 
may be told of the great Conformity there is between 
the Church of England and that of Rome: but upon 
a nearer view he will very ſoon be convinced of the 
contrary; and will find that although they are pretty 
Ns rn how. 

yet they are far from being ſo, as to the Super- 
3 the Hay and Stubble, (as St. Paul ſays, 1. 
Cor. 3: 12.) which the Church of Rome hath raiſed 
upon theſe ancient Foundations. For whilſt the 
Proteſtants look upon Scripture as the only Rule 
of their Faith, without preſuming to make any 
Addition to it; the Romaniſts look upon the 
ſame Scripture, as a very imperſec Rule with- 
out the help of Tradition, and the Decrees of 
Popes and Councils. And though moſt of the 
fundamental Doctrines held by Proteſtants, are con- 
tefled and acknowledged by the Catholics; yet 
{till ſome Additions of their own muſt be — 
them. 


Tavs 
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Tus, They own all the Scriptures in the 
Proteſtant Bible; only, They add the Aporryphe. 
They acknowledge the Scripture to be the Rale of 
Faith, only They add_ Tradition. They believe all 


the Articles of the Apoſtles Creed; (the Belief here - 


of, the ancient Fathers thought /ufficient to Salva- 
tion) only the Council of Trent has added rtelve 


new additional Articles. They own the Doctrine of 


Chriſt's Satisfaftion ; but as if That was ot ff 
cient, They have added the Merits of the Saints. 


The two Sacraments of Baptiſm and the Lord's 


Supper, They approve of; only They have added 
five more. The Doctrine of the two States of Men 


in Heaven and Hell, They own; only They have 
added a third, that of Purgatory. They own 
Chriſt for their Mediator; only They have added 


other Mediators alſo— 


Tarts, are ſome of the Articles, amongſt many 
others of the ſame Stamp, which every good 
Catholic profeſſes to believe to be, and the Coun- 


cil of Trent hath, by its own Authority only, de- 


clared, neceſſary to Salvation: in which They ſeem 


but too much to reſemble the Phariſees of old, to 
whom our Saviour once ſaid, * Tnus have ye made 
* the Commandments of God of none effeft by your 
«© Tradition.———In vain do they worſhip me, teaching 
« for Dofrines the Commandments of Men,” Mat: 


15: 6.9. 
AND 
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Aus, notwithſtanding the ſo much boaſted- A 
of the Catholic Religion, and the Charge of 
Novelty againſt That of the Proteſtants ; it is very 
certain, that moſt of the Articles wherein They 
differ, were never heard of for ſeveral Centuries 
after 45 times of the Apoſtles. What Proof then, 
can the Catholics bring, of thoſe things being neceſ- 
Fary to Salvation (as they are declared to be in the 
Creed of Pope Pius 4th.) which were not at all in 
the Church for the firſt 500 Years or more? Or 


ho could they ever afterwards become neceſſary, 


 fince the Chriſtian Religion was a%vays the ſame 
from the firſt Publication of it ? Whatever was ne- 

ceſſary i in order to Salvation to be believed eben; 

is neceſſary to be believed now : and whatever I 
pot neceſſary to be believed then, is not neceſſary to be 
believed now nor can be made ſe, by * human 
Authority whatever. 


Tuo by that mere 1 of Meo, the Crip. 
ture is rendered uſelefs, which God himſelf has 
made the Standard for all Ranks and Orders; for 
all Capacities and Abilities : and hs to ſet up any 
thing above or upon the Level with i it, is diſhonour- 
ing Cod and abuſing of Men. All the Autho- 
rity in the world cannot make any Thing an Article 
of Faith, but what God has made /o; neither can 
any Power eftabliſh or impoſe upon Men, more or 
teſs, or otherwiſe, than what the Scripture co "8 
And though great Contentions have diſturbed the 

| world, 
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world, about the Authority and Pomber in 
Doctrines of Faith zi yet 1 —ů— 
where, or in Tobom, it was, or ought to be placed: 
As far as Rites and Ceremonies indeed, the Authority 
of Mn, or of the Church properly takes 3 but 
in matters of Darine it has none at all. In this 
caſe, not only the Power and Authority in.any particu- 
lar Church, but even in the whale Cathalie Church, 
if it were poſſible for it to come together in one 
hay, even in the Apoſtles themielves; nay, if we 
will believe St. Paul, even in an Augel from Ha- 
ven, it is abſolutely none at all: for, as St. Ju 
ſays, F any Man ſhall add unta theſe things, Gau. ſhall 
add unto Him, the Plagues: that are writtew in this 
Book : and if am Man ſball tale away. from the words 
of the Book of this Prophecy, God: ſhall take away B 
part out of ibe Book *** 
City. Rev : 22: 18. 

Tnovon this ſevere Denunciation, in the ſtricteſt 
ſenſe of it, relates only to the Revelation of St. 
John; yet, by parity of reaſon it may, and muſt 
be allowed to extend to every other part of Holy 
Writ, by all who acknowledge its divine Authority. 


To conclude ; God has given to every Man pro- 
portionable Faculties and Abilities of Mind, ſome 
ſtronger, and ſome weaker ;' and He has by his 
own Authority made the Scripture the Rule of Re- 
ligion to them All: It is therefore, their indiſpen- 
fable * to examine diligently, and ſtudy atten- 
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tively this Rule, to inſtruct themſelves in the know: 


ledge of religious Truths from hence, and to form 
— n 


Tuus all Men are obliged to form a Jucphevt 
of Religion for themſelves, and to be continually 


rectifying and improving it; They may be very 


helpful and aſſiſting to each other in the means of 
coming to this divine knowledge, but no one can 
finally _ determane ſor another; every Man muſt 
Judge for himſelf ; and for the Sincerity of his Fuds- 
went he is accountable to God only, who knows 


the Secrets of all Hearts, which are beyond the 


Reach of human Power: This muſt be left till the 
final day of Account, when every Man ſhall be 
acquitted or condemned according as he has acted 
by the Dictates of his Conſcience or no. on 
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